CRITERIA FOR HOME OCCUPATION

Chapter 66-Zoning of the Code of the County of Alleghany, Virginia, allows for the use of a home occupation from a single family dwelling, providing that the following criteria are met.  Home occupations are divided into two categories, Type I and Type II.  Both are described below along with general criteria associated with both types.  

Article XXI.. Definitions, Sec. 66-678. Other Definitions

Home occupation is the use of part of a single family dwelling or an accessory building for financial gain, providing the following criteria are met.

General Restrictions:

(1) No dwelling or structure shall be altered, occupied, or used in a manner which would cause the premises to differ from a character consistent with the residential use or neighborhood.  The use of colors, lighting, materials, construction, or other means inconsistent with a residential use shall be prohibited.

(2) The use of toxic, explosive, flammable, radioactive, or other hazardous materials shall not be used, sold, or stored on the site.   

(3) The use of the dwelling unit for the home occupation shall be clearly incidental and subordinate to its use for residential purposes by the family.

(4) No additional vehicular or pedestrian traffic shall be generated by such home occupation in a greater volume than would normally be expected in a residential neighborhood.

(5) No equipment or process shall be used in such home occupation, which creates noise, vibrations, glare, fumes, odors, or electrical interference.  In the case of electrical interference, no equipment or process shall be used which creates visual or audible interference in any radio, phone, or television receivers off the premises.

(6) There shall be no show window or window display to attract customers, clients, or the general public.

 (7) Any need for parking generated by the conduct of such home occupation, shall be off the street.(Art. XXIII – Off-Street Parking)

(8) No outside lighting shall be allowed in association with the home occupation.

(9) Boardinghouses, bed and breakfast inns, bed and breakfast homestays, private education institutions, the sale of firearms, or other uses specifically listed in any established zone classification unless these criteria for a home occupation are met, shall not be deemed home occupations.

(10) The hours of operation shall not exceed 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.

(11) For group instruction, no more than 5 students at one time shall be allowed.

(over)

Type I - Additional Restrictions for Home Occupations (Acceptable in AR only)


(1) At least one member of the family residing on the premises shall be engaged in such occupation.   Two persons who do not reside on the premises may be engaged or employed in the home occupation.

(2) No more than 25 percent of the floor area of the dwelling unit, or 1,000 sq. ft. if conducted in an accessory building, shall be used in the conduct of the home occupation.

(3) Outside storage of goods, products, equipment, or other materials associated with the home occupation are acceptable as long as it is not visible from the public right-of-way or adjacent property.  


(4) For the use of a home occupation that is to be utilized strictly as "office space" for a general contractor or someone who performs work off-site, the following additional requirements shall apply.  These types of home occupation uses would include, but are not limited to, general building contractor, electrical contractor, excavating contractor, well and septic installation contractor, or pulp wood cutter.

a. the “office” cannot be open to the public;

b. only two pieces of heavy equipment shall be allowed; 

c. equipment shall be parked off the street and placed in a fully enclosed building, or 

     shielded or screened from view; 

d. no work can be performed on site relating to the home occupation.  

Type II - Additional Restrictions for Home Occupations (Acceptable in AR, R-1 and R-2)

(1) At least one member of the family residing on the premises shall be engaged in such occupation.   Only one person who does not reside on the premises may be engaged or employed in the home occupation.


(2) No more than 25 percent of the floor area of the dwelling unit, or 600 sq. ft. if conducted in an accessory building, shall be used in the conduct of the home occupation.

(3) No outside storage of goods, products, equipment, or other materials associated with the home occupation is acceptable. 


(4) For the use of a home occupation that is to be utilized strictly as "office space" for a general contractor or someone who performs work off-site, the following additional requirements shall apply.  These types of home occupation uses would include, but are not limited to, general building contractor, electrical contractor, excavating contractor, well and septic installation contractor, or pulp wood cutter.

a. the “office” cannot be open to the public;

b. no storage of heavy equipment shall be allowed unless it is placed in a fully enclosed

   
    building; 

c. no work can be performed on site relating to the home occupation.  

5) No signs shall be displayed.


6) Retail sales are not permitted on site; however, phone, mail, and Internet sales are permitted as well as off-site sales of the products relating to the home occupation.

Home Occupation Criteria (2-2002)
                                        2
                                                                Alleghany County, VA

